
 

   

 

   



 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note on source information: Data in this report are drawn from the most recent available statistics from UNIFEM 
and other UN agencies. Annual reports prepared by UNIFEM country offices. 
 
Note on resources: All amounts unless otherwise specified are in Singapore dollars. 
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The National Committee for UNIFEM NC Singapore is a non-profit international organization that 
uses fundraising activities, membership drives, and public education to advocate womenôs rights in 
developing countries.  Established in 1998 and headquartered at the United Nations Development 
Fund for Women (UNIFEM) in New York, the organization supports programs that provide women 
and children with access to education, healthcare, economic independence, and abuse-free living. 

 
 

 
 

 
UNIFEM NC Singapore helps women and children in the region improve their lives by providing 
funds and support for: 
 

¶ Economic Empowerment Programs that enable women to develop the business and 
entrepreneurial skills they need to access local, national, and global markets as well as finance, 
technology, and information;  

¶ Governance and Leadership Programs that encourage women to find voice and visibility in their 
everyday decision making processes; 

¶ Conflict Area Programs that assist women affected by war and armed conflict, and promote their 
role in peace building; and 

¶ The UNIFEM Trust Fund, which supports projects to eliminate violence against women in the 
areas of HIV/AIDS, female infanticide, trafficking, forced prostitution, domestic violence, sexual 
abuse and rape. 
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2.  EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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We are deeply grateful to your support, without which we 
cannot fulfill our objectives of empowering women and 
protecting womenôs status and rights through UNIFEM 
programs in the region.   
 
You are wind beneath our wings. You help made the year 
wonderful and enlightening. 
 
International Women's Day on 8 March was celebrated with a 
óWomen Mean Businessô luncheon, jointly organized with the 
Australian High Commission, providing a forum for business 
people to unite, network and learn from one another. Also, in 
celebration of IWD 2008, UNIFEM NC Singapore along with 
Susan Lim Surgery and Parkway Health collaborated to 

present free medical check-ups for domestic workers at the Mount Elizabeth Medical Centre on 9 
March 2008. 
 
In May 2008, UNIFEM NC Singapore launch a year long campaign titled óDay Offô  to encourage 
Singapore employers to voluntarily give their domestic workers a day off.  
 
In September 2008 UNIFEM NC Singapore organized the United Nations Day of Peace in 
Rochester Park. The event underscored UNIFEMôs efforts to highlight the predicament of women 
trapped in the crossfire of aggression, especially victims of wartime sexual violence. 
 
UNIFEMôs óSay NO to Violence against Womenô campaign is a global awareness-raising effort to 
end violence against women, designed to support UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moonôs multi-year 
UNiTE to End Violence against Women campaign. In November 2008, representatives of the 
Singapore government ï Mrs. Yu-Foo Yee Shoon, Minister of State for Community Development, 
Youth and Sports, and Mrs. Tan Kwee She, Coordinating Director / Corporate Management for 
Community Development, Youth and Sports have signed onto UNIFEMôs campaign. In December 
2008, UNIFEM NC Singapore successfully organized the óTake a Step to Make a Changeô walk in 
effort to end violence against women. 
 
UNIFEM NC Singapore emerged from 2008 more engaged in strategic collaborations. In 2009, 
UNIFEM will be seeking creative, collaborative ways to make full use of the experience, the data and 
the knowledge gained in 2008 to deliver even stronger results for the empowerment of women.  
 
As we look towards 2009, we will increase our efforts towards creating more equitable, prosperous 
societies that uphold gender equality. We remain deeply grateful to you for your support despite the 
current economic climate. 
 
 
Yours truly, 

 
Saleemah Ismail 
President 
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National Committee for UNIFEM Singapore operates from a rented office at 2 Nassim Road, 
Singapore 258370. The organisation employs one full time staff member, the General Manager, who 
oversees daily operations. 
 
The direction, strategy and management of UNIFEM NC Singapore is guided by an executive 
committee, and supported by a patron and panel of advisors. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Executive Committee (2006 ï 2008) 
  President  Ms. Saleemah Ismail 

Vice President Ms. Fadilah Ahmad 

Hon Secretary Ms. Claudine Lim 

Treasurer Ms. Pia Bruce 

Member Ms. Deepa Pillai 

Member Ms. Andria Hutchins 

Member Ms. Jacqueline Loh 

Member Ms. Jasmeet Walia 

Member Ms. Sarah Mavrinac 

Member Ms. Poornima Hatti 
  

Patron 

 
Dr Aline Wong  

  

Advisors 

 
Professor Tommy Koh (Ex Officio) 

Ambassador Chan Heng Chee 

Dr. Kanwaljit Soin (Founding President) 

Professor Koh Tai Ann 

Dr Jennifer Lee (Ex Officio) 

Ms. Tisa Ng (Ex Officio) 

Ms. Audrey Chin 

Ms. Melissa Kwee (Ex Officio) 
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