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The National Committee for UNIFEM Singapore (NC UNIFEM Singapore) was registered as a society in January
1998. The organisation functions as a National Committee of the United Nations Development Fund for Women
(UNIFEM), headquartered in New York.

Since its inception, NC UNIFEM Singapore has been actively involved in helping many women in the region to
improve their lives by supporting programs that provide women and children with access to education, health,
economic independence and a life free of violence and abuse.

We support the general mission of UNIFEM in developing nations throughout the region by providing funds and
support for:

Economic Empowerment Programs - to enable women to develop business and entrepreneurial skills to
access local, national and global markets. Projects also assist women to gain access to finance, technology
and information.

Governance and Leadership Programs - to give women a voice and visibility by encouring their leadership
in decision making processes that shape their lives.

Conflict Area Programs - to provide services for women adversely affected by war and armed conflict.
These projects also promote the role of women in peace building.

UNIFEM Trust Fund - which helps to support actions to eliminate violence against women, including
projects in the areas of: HIV/AIDS, female infanticide, trafficking, forced prostitution, domestic violence,
sexual abuse and rape.

In order to achieve this mission, NC UNIFEM Singapore undertakes a wide range of fundraising activities,
membership drives and public education programs and events.

About UNIFEM Singapore
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The year 2007 was one of significant milestones and achievements for NC UNIFEM Singapore. An average of
two to three public education activities were held each month and more funds were raised this year, than in any
previous year. This was mainly due to the success of the third annual Say No to the Oppression of Women
(SNOW) Benefit Dinner, an annual fundraising event that started in 2005. This raised over $200,000 alone.

This was also a year where significant partnerships were made, including a significant three-year partnership
with the Financial Women’s Association of Singapore (FWAS) to deliver the annual SNOW Benefit Dinner for
three consecutive years of 2007 to 2009.

Other notable partners and supporters included FJ Benjamin, Metro, Zouk, Charles and Keith, Australian High
Commission, Conrad Centennial Hotel, MTV,  INSEAD, BBH and The Body Shop. Certainly, the list extends
further, and we are grateful to each and everyone of our generous partners for their support.

We are also pleased to say that in October 2007, the Singapore Government amended the Penal Code to include
commercial sex with a minor (person below 18) as a crime not just in Singapore, but overseas as well. NC
UNIFEM Singapore has spent several years raising awareness on child prostitution in the region, and considers
the enactment of this law to be a reflection of the considerable efforts we and our partners have made in this
important area.

The 2007 Say No to the Oppression of Women (SNOW) Benefit Dinner, an annual fundraising event that started
in 2005, was the most successful to date. The 2007 SNOW committee successfully raised $254,854 gross,
$212,229 nett; with an expense ratio of 16.7%, which works out to a year on year growth of approximately 62%

NC UNIFEM Singapore resumed its awareness and educational talks at schools from October 2007, and
conducted talks at several notable institutions. Simultaneously, we also initiated and/or approved several projects
aimed at engaging and empowering young Singaporeans.

The ‘Buy to Save’ fundraising sale held at Zouk night club on 14th October helped to raise over $32,643 to
support our actions to eliminate violence against women, and saw over 500 donors generously contributing
designer items for the sale.

On 25 November, NC UNIFEM Singapore commemorated the International Day for the Elimination of Violence
against Women by holding a mall event at Vivo City. We partnered with AWARE, PAVE Centre, HOME, SIP, Vivo
City and The Body Shop to deliver talks and performances, collect pledges and distribute white ribbons to spread
the message of non-violence.

More details on these events and the other activities conducted in the past year are highlighted in this report.

Looking Ahead

In the coming year, NC UNIFEM Singapore plans to continue its efforts in fundraising and awareness building.
Significantly, the year 2008 marks our 10th year in Singapore, and we shall be celebrating with a series of 10
year anniversary activities. In an effort to remain relevant and reach out to a wider base, we are revising our
corporate communication efforts including our website, corporate material and membership drives. And last but
not least, NC UNIFEM Singapore will be concentrating its resources and efforts on the issue of ‘empowering
women migrant workers’ with a special focus on domestic workers.

Executive Summary
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National Committee for UNIFEM Singapore operates from a rented office at 2 Nassim Road, Singapore 258370.

The direction, strategy and management of UNIFEM Singapore is guided by an executive committee, and supported
by a patron and panel of advisors. The executive committee oversees the operations of the organisation with
administrative support being provided by staff members.

Executive Committee - 2006-2008

President Ms Saleemah Ismail
Vice President Ms Claudine Lim
Hon Secretary Mr Michael Ewing-Chow
Treasurer Ms Sarah Mavrinac
Member Ms Fadilah Ahmad
Member Ms Karen Ho
Member Ms Andria Hutchins
Member Ms Jacqueline Loh
Member Ms Anthea Ong
Member Ms Ivy Ong-Wood

Patron

Dr Aline Wong

Advisors

Ambassador Chan Heng Chee
Professor Koh Tai Ann (ex-officio)
Professor Tommy Koh
Ms Melissa Kwee (Immediate Past-President of NC UNIFEM Singapore)
Dr Jennifer Lee (ex-officio)
Ms Anne King Markey Mahbubani
Ms Tisa Ng (ex-officio)
Dr Kanwaljit Soin

 Management

3



Fundraising Events and Projects

SNOW Benefit 2007

The SNOW Benefit 2007 held at Conrad Centennial Singapore
on 13th November kicked-off a three year collaboration
between NC UNIFEM Singapore and the Financial Women’s
Association of Singapore (FWAS) (www.fwas.org.sg) to co-
host the annual fundraiser. The FWAS voted in early 2007
to support NC UNIFEM Singapore’s SNOW Benefit Series
from 2007 to 2009.

The two beneficiaries for 2007 UNIFEM-FWAS SNOW Benefit
were: UNIFEM's Anti-Trafficking Program in the Mekong,
Cambodian Women's Crisis Centre (www.cwcc.org.kh): a
UNIFEM supported shelter; which provides counselling, life-
skills training and other much-needed services for women
and girls who have been illegally trafficked - providing vital support and education to assist them to lead
successful, fulfilling lives.

Capacity for the intimate event was restricted to 250 guests and tables were sold out two months before the
event at: Gold table $10,000 (12 guests); Silver table $5,000 (10 guests).

Our corporate table sponsors were:

ABN Amro Bank
Accenture
Bain & Company
BNP Paribas Private Bank
FIJI Water Co.
IPAC Financial Planning Singapore Pte Ltd
Lee Foundation
Merrill Lynch
Performance Motors
Sedgwick Richardson (SEA) Pte Ltd
Standard Chartered 
Vinum Pte Ltd

Our 2007 SNOW target was to raise $160,000 nett. This target was surpassed, and the event raised more than
$200,000 thanks to the support of our many hospitality partners, art auction and raffle sponsors,

SNOW is now UNIFEM Singapore’s main annual fundraiser event. Since its inception in 2005, SNOW has
consistently raised its fundraising bar and exceeded expectations:

     2005: $91,870 nett; with an expense ratio of 14%
     2006: $131,167 nett; with an expense ratio of 18%  ~ a 43% year on year growth
     2007: $212,229 nett; with an expense ratio of 16.7%  ~ a 62% year on year growth
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Fundraising Events and Projects
A signature feature of the UNIFEM SNOW Benefit Series is the multi-course gastronomic menu created by a
guest chef team of 4-8 award-winning chefs. 2007 SNOW saw its first ever international star-studded line up
of four award-winning executive chefs from Restaurant Magazine’s (UK) 2007 S.Pellegrino World’s 100 Best
Restaurants list:

o 34th ~ St. John Restaurant (London) : Chef Fergus Henderson
o 71st ~ Vue de Monde (Melbourne) : Chef Shannon Bennett
o 94th ~ My Humble House (Singapore) : Chef Sam Leong
o 96th ~ Bécasse (Sydney) : Chef Justin North

Collaborating with our global panel of guest chefs were four women vintners from France who also flew-in for
the event. Ms Pauline Vauthier, Ms Coralie de Bouard, Ms Juliette Becot, Ms Anabelle Cruse Bardinet. The
vintners (via our wine partner; Vinum) kindly sponsored their award-winning selection of vintages to complement
the evening.

The 2007 SNOW event achieved its highest media reach in its fundraising history thanks to the support of our
publicity volunteer, Ms Marie Teo, who secured coverage in: Singapore Tatler,  Harper’s Bazaar, Cuisine & Wine
Asia, Simply Her, Appetite, Singapore Women’s Weekly, Wine & Dine, The Straits Times, The Sunday Times.

The success of our 2007 SNOW Dinner could not have been achieved without the tireless support of the SNOW
Committee ably led by Karen Ho, NC UNIFEM Singapore (Event Chairperson): and Julia FitzGerald, The Hidden
Host Pte Ltd (logistics and event management), FWA  (table sales, food supplies), Francesca Rathbone (art
auction), Andria Hutchins, NC UNIFEM Singapore and Sedgwick Richardson (website & collateral), Nick Scaturro
(photography), Marie Teo (media and publicity), and Thio Chin Loo, FWAS and Rasina Rubin, FWAS (raffle).

Fundraising Events and Projects
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Buy to Save Fundraising Sale

On Sunday, 14 October, NC UNIFEM Singapore held a fundraising
sale of donated designer items. The ‘Buy to Save’ fundraising
sale comprised over 1000 designer bags, shoes and clothing
donated by over 300 generous members of the public. Over the
course of the day, over 400 shoppers turned up to show their
support and grab a bargain.
As an extension of the ‘Buy to Save’ sale, lingerie chain La Senza
introduced a limited edition set of two pairs of cotton underwear
for the special price of S$60, packaged in an exclusive La Senza
- UNIFEM drawstring bag. Twenty percent of the proceeds from
each sale were donated to UNIFEM Singapore. The promotion
ran from 14 to 31 October 2007.

Proceeds from Buy to Save will support our efforts to eliminate violence against women, including public education,
research, advocacy and direct support of programs for women caught in the unfortunate web of violence.

Our partners for this event included Venue Sponsor Velvet Underground, Official Partner La Senza, Official
Magazine Elle Singapore, Major Sponsors FJ Benjamin and Metro, Official Freecard Media ZO Cards, and
Sponsors Jay Gee Melwani Group, Marmalade Pantry, Be-a-Fashionista.com and Singapore Tatler and Female
magazines.

In terms of marketing this event, a micro-site was set up at www.unifem-buytosave.com, and ZO Cards and flyers
were printed and distributed. Media releases were issued to publicise the sale, achieving a notable mention in
the Straits Times ‘Urban’ Section. Several other lifestyle magazines featured the sale, including 8 Days, Elle,
Her World, Harpers Bazaar, Her World, Seventeen, Style and The Singapore Women’s Weekly.

This event is part of a broader initiative to mark the International Day for the Elimination of Violence towards
Women on 25 November. The total amount raised from Buy to Save was $32,643. UNIFEM would like to
acknowledge and thank our supporting partners and media, our tireless volunteers and the countless shoppers
and donors for their generous support.

Buy to Save sale at Velvet Underground

Fundraising Events and Projects
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Charity Screening of Pink Paddlers

Breast Cancer Foundation, Singapore Council of Women
Organisations and UNIFEM Singapore co-organised a
documentary premier fundraiser of the film Pink Paddlers.

Ranging from a 65 year old grandmother to a Singapore
Girl air stewardess to a biker, half the ladies couldn’t even
swim, but still picked up the paddles: They all have fought
the same battle against breast cancer and found support
from being in the same boat.

In September 2006, these ladies came together to compete
against other fellow survivors from all over the world, in
the first-ever Breast Cancer Survivor Dragon Boat World
Championship – right here in Singapore.

This documentary tells their shared stories, sisters in their
fights against breast cancer and their upstream battle
to win the dragon boat race.

This event again was a sold-out event. Tickets were snapped up fast. 40 seats were donated to breast cancer
survivors and women from shelters. We raised an approximate $15,000 from this event. UNIFEM Singapore
would receive 20% of the funds raised.

Charity Screening of Cages

A Charity Film Premiere of Cages was held on 12 March 2007 in support of UNIFEM Singapore and AWARE. Tickets
were priced at $25 and guests also had the opportunity to meet the internationally -acclaimed cast and crew at the
premiere.

Cages is a powerful and poetic family love story about the intricacies of life. Set against the backdrop of Singapore
songbirds, this eloquent journey of a woman, her blind son and her father, captures the unique and eloquent portrait
of family, tradition, and the universal dialect of love and hope.

A feature length film shot entirely in Singapore. Cages stars Oscar Nominee Mako Iwamatsu best known for his
roles in Pearl Harbor and Memoirs of a Geisha, and celebrated Hollywood legend Zelda Rubinstein who has appeared
in Poltegiest, Sixteen Candles and Teen Witch. The film introduces Singapore veteran actress Tan Kheng Hua from
MediaCorp TV Channel 5 television sitcom Phua Chu Kang Pte Ltd an   d plays opposite 8-year old visually impaired
Dickson Tan.

The event was a sold-out event with all tickets snapped up. About $14,000 was raised and divided between
UNIFEM Singapore and AWARE in the ratio of 70% and 30% respectively as agreed by both organisations.

Fundraising Events and Projects
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Charles and Keith Promotion - TOTEally for a good cause

From June to August 2007, a limited edition UNIFEM Tote Bag
was on sale for $6 at all Charles and Keith outlets, with half of
the proceeds going to UNIFEM Singapore.  A total of $4,479
was contributed to UNIFEM Singapore through the sale of the
bag.

SPLAT! Art Exhibition

SPLAT! was a public education and fundraising arts
competition initiated by students from the Catholic Junior
College. It aimed to educate the public about the
challenges and concerns of women in Singapoe and the
South-East Asian region through a student art competition
and a week-long exhibition of 25 winning entries based
on the theme ‘In Praise of Women and Feminity’. Ms
Penny Low, Chariman of the Government Parliamentary
Committee for Information, Communications and the
Arts, and Member of Parliament for Pasir Ris-Punggol
GRC was guest of honor at the launch.

After the exhibition, the artwork was auctioned off to
members of the public. Funds raised were divided
between AIDHA and NC UNIFEM Singapore. UNIFEM
received $1,805 from this student-initiated project.

Fundraising Events and Projects
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Public  Education - Human Trafficking

NC UNIFEM Singapore partnered with the Asian Civilisations
Museum to deliver the documentary series ‘Traffic and Travails:
Women and Children for Sale’. The films featured at the event
were ‘Stop the Sale of Women and Children’ about Indonesian
women and children who are driven by poverty to leave their
homes, and ‘Trading Women’ about the trade of women in
the South East Asian sex Industry.

NC UNIFEM Singapore President Ms Saleemah Ismail was
present to share her insights and knowledge on the issue
during a panel discussion after the screening. The topics
touched on the trafficking of women and children in South
East Asia, as well as the plight of migrant workers in Singapore
and around the world.

Stop Child Sex Campaign

Award-winning advertising agency BBH (Bartle Bogle Hegarty) worked with
NC UNIFEM Singapore to develop poster advertisements for a Stop Child
Sex Campaign. The advertisements are aimed at informing Singaporeans
and Permanent Residents of the new law that penalises commercial sex with
persons under 18, whether the crime is committed in Singapore or overseas.
The advertisement was produced in both English and Chinese and had three
executions. It was was placed at the Kranji Bus Stop from December 2007
to February 2008.

As an extension of the campaign, BBH also revamped the anti child sex
website (www.stopchildsex.org.sg) to make it more interactive, attractive,
and informative. The new site was launched in February 2008.

Landing page of the revamped website: www.stopchildsex.org.sg

Poster advertisement by BBH

Screen Shots at the Asian Civilisations Museum
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‘Your Name is Justine’

‘Your Name is Justine’ is a movie about a young Polish woman
who is trafficked into prostitution. The movie follows her ordeal
as she tries to stay sane, while her captors try to break and
condition her to a new life of servitude. NC UNIFEM Singapore
was proud to be a supporter of this film. Apart from promoting
the film to our database, NC UNIFEM Singapore held an
appreciation movie night for our partners, members and volunteers
on 30 October 2007. The film was screened exclusively at The
Picturehouse in November 2007.

NC UNIFEM Singapore President, Ms Saleemah Ismail, was
invited by The Picturehouse to share her  knowledge on the topic
of trafficking with members of the public as part of the the
Picturehouse Explores series on Saturday 10 November 2007.

MTV Partnership - ‘Traffic’ Launch

NC UNIFEM Singapore was invited to be a partner in the launch
of Traffic: An MTV EXIT Special on 20 November 2007. Traffic
is a documentary aimed at raising awareness and increasing
prevention of human trafficking in the Asia-Pacific.

The docmentary gave insight into the realities of trafficking,
emphasized that everyone plays a role in the issue, and provided
information on how individuals can protect themselves against
trafficking, and what we can do to help end exploitation and
trafficking.

MTV EXIT television programming is produced rights free and
free of charge for all broadcasters and organisations. All
programming is also available to be streamed and downloaded
from www.mtvexit.org.

10
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Conference - ‘Men as Partners to End Violence Against Women’

A regional conference on ‘Men as Partners to End Violence Against Women’ was organised by the Ministry of
Social Development and Human Security, the Royal Thai Government, in collaboration with UNIFEM East and
Southeast Asia Regional Office Bangkok, UNIFEM National Committee, Australia and UNIFEM National Committee,
SIngapore. The venue was the United Nations Conference Center (UNCC) in Bangkok, Thailand.

The conference provided a forum in the East and Southeast Asia region for our male partners and advocates
to share with us the ways in which they have contributed to end violence against women,  both in interpersonal
relations and institutional roles. There is an urgent need to systematically generate a critical mass of men
advocating for human gender sensitive values and practice in which girls, boys, women and men together build
cultures and communities of peace, security and equality in gender relations.

Approximately 100 participants from government and civil society from 10 countries in East and Southeast Asia
- Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Laos, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Timor Leste, Vietnam and Australia
participated in this landmark event.

NC UNIFEM Singapore ended the calendar year in a big way with a mall road show at Vivo City to commemorate
the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women.  Activities included an information booth,
talks and performances. Over 170 pledges against violence were collected from the public and white ribbons
were distributed to spread the message of non-violence.

One of the highlights of the day’s event was a performance by singing sensation Fendi - the winner of reality
TV show ‘Live the Dream’. Fendi charmed the old and young alike with his affable nature and vocal talent. The
women from HOME (Humanitarian Organisation for Migration Economics) presented a gripping performance
illustrating violence against domestic workers. There was also a panel discussion where abused women candidly
shared their experiences.

Our partners for this event were AWARE, PAVE Centre, HOME, The Body Shop, SIP and Vivo City.

International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women

Fendi signing the Pledge against Violence Performance by the women of HOME

Public  Education - Violence Against Women
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NC UNIFEM Singapore regularly receives invitations to speak on women issues at various events and organisations.
For the year 2007, here is a list of occasions where NC UNIFEM Singapore was invited to speak.

1. ASEAN Civil Society Conference 2007: On 27-28 October 2007, the Singapore Institute of International
Affairs organized the ASEAN Civil Society Conference 2007. The Conference, held in Singapore, is an effort to
present civil society views to the ASEAN Summit 2007, as part of the increasing engagement between ASEAN
and civil society.

2. Social Innovation Park ‘In Conversation’ Series: Social Innovation Park (SIP) Ltd, an impartial, non-profit
organization that aims to Educate, Empower and Enhance (3Es) social entrepreneurs to bring positive innovations
to lives and societies.  As part of their 3E missions to ignite paradigm shifts, SIP runs a highly popular program
called ‘In Conversation’. The In Conversation Series is a regular series organized by SIP featuring distinguished
leaders from around the world, individuals who have through their leadership and innovation, impacted or created
social change to the global landscape.

3. Eurasian Association: The Eurasian Association (EA) was founded in 1919, 36 years after the founding of
the Singapore Recreation Club (SRC). Its mission is to Build a cohesive and vibrant Eurasian Community that
integrates with and contributes to the success of a multi racial Singapore.

4. Rotary Club Raffles City: Rotary is a worldwide organization of business and professional leaders that
provides humanitarian service, encourages high ethical standards in all vocations, and helps build goodwill and
peace in the world. Approximately 1.2 million Rotarians belong to more than 31,000 Rotary clubs located in 166
countries.RCRC was formed in 1980 on the Platinum anniversary of Rotary International and the golden anniversary
of Singapore`s first Rotary Club, RC Singapore. By then there were already five other Rotary Clubs in town and
RCRC was the sixth.

Public  Education - Talks
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International Women’s Day  2007

INSEAD Best of Management for Women Series

INSEAD in association with Financial Women’s Association and UNIFEM Singapore ran a best of management
series to support women leaders in Singapore. The event was well attended by women from all walks of life.
INSEAD had organised the event featuring top speakers from different industries and professors of INSEAD.

Another event held at INSEAD was the Women and Money talk co-organised by ipaq, UNIFEM Singapore and
INSEAD. The talk was aimed at getting women to take control of their finances.

Women Mean Business luncheon

On International Women’s Day UNIFEM Singapore together with the Australian High Commission held a Women
Mean Business Lunch. The lunch was attended by several prominent women movers and shakers as well as
professional women who came to learn and listen to Dr Susan Lim.

Dr Susan Lim is one of Australia's most prominent university graduates – and one of Singapore's most loved
citizens. A pioneer and leader in her field, Dr Lim performed Asia's first successful liver transplant in 1990, and
has since introduced a minimally invasive breast surgery and, most recently, robotic general surgery in Singapore.
In 2000 she was named 'Spirit of the Century' in a public contest to identify Singapore’s role model for the 21st
century. Her hands are immortalised at Singapore's Madame Tussaud’s. A successful businesswoman, Dr Lim
is founder and manager of Susan Lim Surgery and several other research and surgery centres in Singapore.
She is also a volunteer SAF Captain and is actively involved in community work, having jointly established, with
her husband, Indiapore Trust, which supports e-learning and information technology education for children.

Dr Lim shared with the audience about succeeding in the business world, playing an active role in community
work and how as a woman we can make a difference.

The event was held at The Regent Hotel and raised an estimate $6000.
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Film Screening of Osama and Documentary Trafficked

Hosted by INSEAD, UNIFEM Singapore together with INSEAD ran a film screening of Osama, a film about the
life of a girl who was living under the Taliban regime and an Australian documentary Trafficked. The film had won
several awards and was a good showcase of how gender inequality affects us all. The producer of the film Ms
Julia Fraser was present at the event for a discussion session with the audience after the film.

Participation at SCWO International Women’s Day

Annually the Singapore Council of Women’s Organisation run a collective event among all the women organisations
in Singapore for International Women’s Day. For 2007 UNIFEM Singapore had participated in their event.



Big Sisters of Beautiful People

NC UNIFEM Singapore President Saleemah Ismail and media personality Ms Nadya Hutagalung have been
long time Big Sisters of Beautiful People. At the ‘I Have a Dream’ camp, they shared their hopes and aspirations
with young girls.

The three day camp was a memorable time for Beautiful People. The girls, aged 13 to 19 years, came from
Beyond Social Services, Andrew and Grace Home and Pertapis Home for Women and Girls.

Youth Engagement

With the aim to continually engage youth with UNIFEM and the issues that we stand for, NC UNIFEM Singapore
supported the following projects and initiatives in the past year.

SMU Stop Child Sex Campaign

A group of students from Singapore Management University (SMU) approached NC UNIFEM Singapore for
information and resource support in their creative art installation project centred on the Stop Child Sex Campaign.
The project was part of their final project in the Creative Thinking Module. UNIFEM Singapore provided relevant
information and lent resource materials for their art installation project.

SMU Marketing Class

Under the guidance of Ms Karen Ho, over 20 teams from Singapore Management University embarked on
marketing projects with the objective of increasing membership for NC UNIFEM Singapore. The youth teams
planned and executed membership campaigns that involved professional bodies and organisations. NC UNIFEM
Singapore provided the neccessary support in terms of information and resources. The project proposals and
ideas were implemented in November 2007 and helped to collect over 20 members for NC UNIFEM Singapore.

Mentorship Program

NC UNIFEM Singapore teamed up with Temasek Junior College for the second consecutive year for an attachment
project. This year, 13 students participated in this attachment and produced research reports on trafficking and
violence against women.

The students visited a shelter HOME (Humanitarian Organisation for Migration Economics) shelter, which currently
houses 142 domestic workers who have been trafficked or abused. Some have cases against them, a few are
waiting for years to be paid the salary due to them and the others either have nowhere else to go or are waiting
to return to their country.

Moved by the plight of these women, the students initiated a food donation drive at their campus. They came
up with posters that were placed at their school notice boards and brochures that were given to the students.
The students donated generously and collected five boxes of food which were then delivered to the shelter. They
will present their findings at their school’s Open House on May 2008.
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Posters created by the UNIFEM Youth
Team for the Rice Drive

UNIFEM Youth Team - Rice Drive

Under the guidance and support of NC UNIFEM Singapore, the
UNIFEM Youth Team embarked on a new project ‘Rice Drive’.

The aim of the Rice Drive is to provide a platform for students
to play an active and immediate role in helping the needy. Its
objective are to collect rice from students to meet the needs of
shelters run by HOME (which houses abused women migrant
workers), to raise awareness about migrant worker issues and
violence against women and cultivate a spirit of giving among
youths.

The pilot rice drive was successfully conducted at Raffles Girls
School in January 2008, where over 300 kilograms of rice was
collected for HOME Shelters. Another rice drive program was
conducted at Catholic Junior College in April 2008, where over
2000 kilograms of rice was collected. Any school or organisation
is invited to conduct the rice drive at their premises. For more
information on the rice drive, visit www.thericedrive.blogspot.com

‘Widows in India’ Photography Exhibition

NC UNIFEM Singapore was proud to be a supporting
organisation for the photo exhibition 'A Widow's Karma',
that illuminates the discrimination that Indian widows face.
According to India 2001 Census, there are more than 34
million widows in the country and they account for 9 per
cent of the total female population. Only 40 per cent of
the widows are over 50 years of age. Many of the young
widows end up being sex workers.

This exhibition was created by NTU students Leong Sheu
Ying and Vanessa Tang, who travelled to the Hindu holy
cities of Vrindavan and Varanasi (also known as ‘Cities
of Widows’) in late 2007 to photograph and explore the
reality of the thousands of widows who congregate
there.The exhibition was held at the Photographic Society
of Singapore from 21 March to 2 April 2008.

Youth Engagement
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Launch of UNIFEM School Talks

NC UNIFEM Singapore launched its School Talk series in August 2007, in an effort to raise the awareness level
of students to the gender inequality and abuses facing women both in Singapore and around the region.

The first School Talk was conducted at Cedar Girls Secondary School from 10 to 13 September 2007. This was
followed by an assembly talk for about 1000 students at Hwa Chong Institution on 14 September and Republic
Polytechnic on 12 December 2007. Approximately 400 students from Cedar Girls Secondary, 1000 from Hwa
Chong Institution and 300 from Republic Polytechnic listened as they were presented with sobering statistics
on the rising number of abuse and trafficking cases of women and children all round the world. The statistics
were presented in the form of a pop quiz, which generated much buzz and participation among the students.

The students were also shown a video clip about trafficking and the abuse of women. For many, the video clip
brought the message home loud and clear. After the talks, several students approached the NC UNIFEM Singapore
team to ask about joining as student volunteers. Many were shocked about what they saw and heard during the
talks and were keen to find out how they can be more involved with UNIFEM.

All of us at the National Committee for UNIFEM, Singapore were very encouraged by the response and support
we received from these schools. We are looking forward to spreading the word at more schools in 2008 as well
as welcoming more youth team volunteers.

UNIFEM School Talk at Cedar Girls School

Youth Engagement
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Launch of UNIFEM E-newsletter

In an effort to promote the work we do and the issues we fight for, NC UNIFEM Singapore established a monthly
e-newsletter called the UNIFEM Journal. UNIFEM Journal is emailed to our database on a monthly basis and
is also available for reading off our website. Through the newsletter, members can also be informed of events
and activities that UNIFEM has conducted and how to get involved. The first issue was distributed in September
2007.

Launch of UNIFEM Singapore Facebook Group

UNIFEM Singapore launched its own group on the popular social networking platform Facebook (www.facebook.com).
As more and more people get connected online, it is increasingly important to adapt to newer forms of communication
to reach out and grow our network.

Events, activities and information are sent to members of our facebook group on a regular basis. Since its launch
on August 2007, the group has grown steadily in size and now has 360 members (as at April 2008). Through
continued publicity and activities, we are confident that this number will increase, and facebook will continue to
be an effective tool for communication.

Other Projects
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Participation in the Sixth ASEAN People’s Assembly

In celebration of the 40th founding anniversary of the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) and in
time for the 13th ASEAN Summit in November 2007 chaired by Singapore, the ASEAN Institutes of Strategic
and International Studies (ASEAN ISIS) convened the Sixth ASEAN People’s Assembly (APA) on 24-25 October
in Manila.

NC UNIFEM Singapore particpated in this assembly, which included representatives from various civil society
groups, academe and think tank institutions, and key policy-makers in Southeast Asia and other regions that
have an interest in promoting people-centered development in the process of ASEAN community building.
Participants from other regions were also invited to share their own experiences in promoting people-centered
development and exchange ideas with Southeast Asian movers of community building in the region.

Plenary and panel presentations and discussions were conducted on a range of issues and concerns affecting
peoples of Southeast Asia, including terrorism and transnational security problems, peace and social conflict,
media and press freedom, regional human rights mechanism, human security and human development, security
sector reform and governance, and ASEAN Community building, among others.

Membership

NC UNIFEM Singapore’s membership base has been gradually increasing over recent years. Membership
subscriptions for 2007 is 130 members.



The UOB Global UNIFEM Singapore fund is an open-ended unit trust whose objective is long term capital
appreciation. The fund invests in global securities that show a commitment to the empowerment of women.  A
portion of the management fee of the fund is donated by UOBAM to UNIFEM Singapore. In Fiscal Year 2007,
this amounted to $ 22,796.24.

As at 31/12/07, the fund had SGD$2.75 million under management. Redemptions and management fees have
brought the total to its current level, a drop from $4.7 million as of 31/12/06.  Redemptions and overall volatility
in the equity markets resulted in the decrease in assets.

For the first time since its inception, the fund underperformed its benchmark, the MSCI World Index in 2007-2008,
returning 1.71% on a bid-bid basis.   UOBAM continues its investment strategy, with the fund primarily invested
in equities, however increasing its hold in cash (currently 5.8% of holdings).  The fund's country allocation is
primarily in US (28%), Switzerland (9%), the UK (8%), and France (8%).  Japan and Spain constitute 7% each
of investments. Other markets constitute 25% of the investments, up from 17% in 2006.

The fund currently reduced its holdings in the financial service sector from 25% in 2006 to 15% in 2007.   Consumer
products likewise increased from 15% of total holdings to 22% of total holdings. Other major industries include
Industrials, IT, Telcoms, and Energy.  Its top stock holdings are Koninklikje, Nokia, Total, Reckett Benckiser, ABB,
HK Exchanges, McDonalds, Rio Tinto, IBM and Nestle.

In assessing whether the securities in the fund show a commitment to the empowerment of women, the UNIFEM
Singapore Chapter's oversight committee provides UOB asset management with specific criteria for stock selection.
The UNIFEM Singapore Chapter's oversight committee implemented it revised selection criteria process in mid-
year 2004.

The process includes two steps:

1. Companies which derive more than 50% of their revenues from the five sectors deemed unacceptable by
UNIFEM New York's policy for engagement with the private sector are eliminated.  These sectors are armaments,
pornography, tobacco, alcohol, and gambling.

2.  The Singapore Chapter has entered into a contract with EIRIS Ltd, a social responsibility screening firm based
in the UK, to obtain a subset of the ‘most women friendly’ companies within the investment universe.  This is
achieved by giving the companies negative scores if they are engaged in women-unfriendly practices like
discrimination and sexual harassment and positive scores if they are engaged in women-friendly practices, for
example, being engaged in equal opportunity or having women on their boards. The companies with scores in
the top 50% in each country are then chosen for inclusion into the UOBAM UNIFEM fund's investable universe.
It is believed that this ‘best of class’ approach is in line with industry practice, while providing a wide range of
investment options for the fund.

UOB Global UNIFEM Singapore Fund

17


